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Dear Readers, Friends and Partners,

2021 marks two years since the Covid-19 pandemic brought the world to its knees.
Undoubtedly, during these strange times, the importance of the Internet in driving economies
and various aspects of our lives can never be overemphasized.
With 50% of the world population still not connected to the Internet, it is vital that
stakeholders and the global community at-large, collectively work together to prioritize the
issue of digital inclusion, and device workable solutions to bridge the digital divide gap
exacerbated by this pandemic.
Amid the pandemic, Centre for Youth Empowerment and Leadership - (CYEL), has been at the
forefront in collaborating with various partners to bridge the digital divide gap, and help create
an empowered knowledge society, through capacity building programmes for youth and
women in Kenya and Tanzania.
I would like to take this opportunity to express our sincerest gratitude to these
partners: Article-19 East Africa, ICANN, iResolve Tanzania, Localization Lab, Mozilla, Paradigm
Initiative (PIN), Tactical Tech, and Friends of CYEL (Singapore), for their support.
In this year’s special feature, we highlight a Kenyan teenage dance sensation and Tiktok
influencer.
Finally, on behalf of the entire CYEL team, I would like to take an early opportunity to wish
everyone of you a Merry festive season and a Prosperous New Year 2022!
Please remember to show your love and care to those around you by adhering to laid down
Covid-19 guidelines: Wash your hands with soap, sanitize, mask up, maintain social distance;
and above all, vaccinate! Let’s defeat the pandemic, for we are in this together!
Asanteni sana! Marahaba menji! Thank you very much! Muito obrigado! Danke schön!
CYEL Co-founder,
Bonface Witaba.
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CYEL REVIEW OF THE YEAR 2021
January.
Kibra, Nairobi. Our team visited Kibra Girls’ Soccer Academy (KGSA) - an institution whose
mission is to empower girls through education, sports and skills development, where we
donated textbooks. The book donation initiative was made possible by Friends of CYEL
(Singapore). This is one of our initiatives seeking to aid girls from underserved communities to
equalize access to learning and improve their STEM learning outcomes.
KGSA was recommended by Asha Jaffar, an alumnus of the school.
The principal and her staff gave our team a warm reception.
This was followed with discussions on possible areas of future collaborations. The school
Principal – Ms Claris Akinyi, mentioned the need for support with soccer balls for the girls,
whose football team plays in the Kenya Women's Premier League.
Claris also reiterated that mentors (in various fields) would be of great value addition to the
school with regard to imparting various skills to the girls.

KGSA students pose for a photo with the books donated to the school. Onlooking is our cofounder (4th from left), and Ms. Claris Akinyi (background).
Photo credit: Asha Jaffar.
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February.
Nairobi, Kigali. CYEL concluded its study on the impact of Covid – 19 on digital
rights in Kenya and Rwanda. This research was courtesy of a grant from The International
Center for Not-for- Profit Law (ICNL). The study produced two (2) Issue briefs, and two (2)
Research papers providing a comparative study on how COVID-19 had affected digital rights in
the two East Africa Community (EAC) member states.

ICNL poster on Covid-19 civic freedom tracker.

April.

Abuja, Nigeria. Our co-founder took part on a Digital Rights Inclusion Forum (#DRIF21)
session as a panelist. Organized by Rising Voices, and hosted by Paradigm Initiative - (PIN). This
session titled: ‘Exploring the intersection of African Languages and digital rights’, raised
questions about the challenges for minority, indigenous, or under-resourced African language
communities for creating or accessing digital content in their mother languages.
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#DRIF21 session poster.
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June

Rightscon. Our research team that took part in The International Center for Not-forProfit Law (ICNL) study, attended this year’s virtual event, where they hosted a session on the
impact of Covid – 19 on digital rights.

#Rightscon21 session poster.

August.

Jumuiya. In August, we partnered with Tactical Tech, a Germany based international NGO
In August, we partnered with Tactical Tech, a Germany based international NGO
that engages with citizens and civil-society organisations to explore and mitigate the
impacts of technology on society.
The goal of this partnership was to conduct a survey in East Africa, geared at
understanding current opinion on the use of personal data by political parties and private
companies in elections.
Ebene Cybercity, Mauritius. CYEL joined several Internet governance actors in issuing a
written public statement to express solidarity with our partner – AFRINIC, whose bank
accounts had been frozen over an IPv4 dispute with a China-based company. The freeze
order on AFRINIC accounts has since been lifted following a court ruling.
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September.

Arusha, Tanzania. Centre for Youth Empowerment and Leadership (CYEL), in conjunction
with Kuza Steam
Generation (KsGEN), co-convened the annual Arusha Women School of Internet Governance
(AruWSIG21). The 4-day hybrid event (onsite and virtual) - owing to the ongoing Covid-19
pandemic restrictions - was held at Obuntu hub, Arusha, Tanzania, from 12th – 15th
September 2021.
This year’s AruWSIG was the fourth edition, with the third edition having taken place
in September 2020, the second in September 2019, and the first in April 2018.
The school’s primary objective was capacity building of aspiring Internet Governance
and policy women leaders, and in the second year running, took place at a time
Covid-19 pandemic continues to exacerbate the digital gender divide gap, meaning
Girls, women, and marginalized groups are least likely to have access to Internet
connectivity.

#AruWSIG21 Partners.
The school attracted sponsorship from Article19 East Africa - an organization working
to safeguard freedom of expression and information, Facebook, ICANN - the global
multi-stakeholder organization that coordinates the Internet Domain Name Systems
(DNS), IP addresses and autonomous system numbers, Localization Lab - a Not-forprofit
organization whose mission is to support the translation and localization of
digital safety tutorials and tools geared at addressing security, privacy and anonymity
online, Mozilla - a global nonprofit dedicated to keeping the Internet a global public
resource that is open and accessible to all, and Paradigm Initiative (PIN) -an
organization working to connect underserved young Africans with digital
opportunities, and ensure protection of their rights.
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#AruWSIG21 participants.

#AruWSIG21 in the Numbers
31 fellows (24 onsite, 7 virtual) from around Tanzania (Arusha, Dar es Salaam, Dodoma,
Shinyanga, Iringa, Mbeya) were supported to attend the three-day hybrid event through the
fellowship programme; in the continued spirit of inclusivity, 5 fellows were men.
The SIG faculty consisted of 26 facilitators (9 onsite, 17 virtual) from 5 different countries
i.e. Tanzania, Kenya, the Netherlands, Germany and South Africa.
A total of 22 sessions were conducted by the SIG faculty (10 Onsite, 12 virtual), including
localization sessions carried out on day 0 (pre-event), Mozilla Voice Donation sessions, and
Tactical Tech’s mini session conducted on day 4.
2 participants were women with hearing impairment; with 2 sign language interpreters
handy to ensure their inclusion throughout the event.
#AruWSIG21 trended on Twitter at #4 in Tanzania, and was among the top 40 trends in
Kenya.
3,583 words of Pollicy’s ‘Digital Rights are Women’s Rights’ manual’, were localized into
Swahili.
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#AruWSIG team during presentation of certificates to #AruWSIG21 fellows.

Key highlight
Fellows from this year’s SIG were granted admission on the Internet Society (ISOC)
Internet Governance online course, to advance their knowledge on the Internet governance
ecosystem.

Visit to GLAM

Arusha. On the sidelines of #AruWSIG21, our team paid a visit to Girls Livelihood and
Mentorship Initiative - (GLAMI), at the invitation of Wivini Mtende, #AruWSIG21 Fellow.
This organization that Wivini works for, mentors secondary school girls in Tanzania to
complete their education, develop into confident leaders, and transform their own lives
and that of their communities.
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CYEL team During an interactive session with the GLAM team in Arusha, Tanzania.
Dakar, Senegal. Our co-founder was invited to attend Paradigm Initiative (PIN) Festival, a
celebration of the efforts achieved to advance digital rights and inclusion in Africa during the
COVID-19 period.
The objectives of the festival were to;
Launch Paradigm Initiative’s new office and LIFE program in Senegal.
Launch research reports and initiatives (Tools of Impact in the Digital Space) focused on
Data Protection, Londa, Digital Security, Health Surveillance and Focus short film amongst
others.
Host a Digital Rights Academy focused on Francophone countries aimed at building the
capacity of new digital rights defenders.
Provide a platform for discussions, networking and mapping action plans for enhancing
digital rights and inclusion in Africa.
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Interview: One-on-one with a Kenyan teenage
dance sensation.
In this special Newsletter issue, we feature a young talented Kenyan dancer –
Ashley aka a girl with dreams, who talked to our team about her quest to conquer
the digital world with her talent.

Interview by CYEL Team, with Ashley Jechumba
Cyel Team Thank you for accepting to be interviewed for this feature
Ashley

Thank you for having me. I’m indeed honoured to be accorded this
opportunity.

Cyel Team So, let’s get started…please tell us about yourself – who is Ashley?
Ashley

Ashley is a humble goal-oriented 19-year old Kenyan girl. I hail from the Luhya
community, a small ethnic group known as Isukha, in Kakamega county. I was
born and raised in Nairobi then at some stage moved to Kakamega county,
where I sat for my Kenya Certificate of Primary Education (KCPE) exams. I’ve
also been lucky enough to be blessed with the most supportive family as it is
because of them that I’ve been able to venture into different careers at a young
age such as modeling, acting and dancing.

Cyel Team You are a multi-talented young girl…what prompted you to delve into
Modeling, dancing, acting and social media influencing?

Ashley

For the most part, its passion. We are all taken by different ideas at
different times, and a lot of us spend most of our time flirting with lofty ideas
which we misconstrue as our passion. So the key is to pay attention to those
ideas which compel us to look further, to experiment, to put our best foot
forward and make us go WOW!
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Cyel Team

How many Tiktok followers do you have, and how did you grow your
account to where it is now?

Ashley

Well currently I have a thousand plus followers. I grew these numbers up
by constantly posting, and I’m looking forward to gaining more and more.

Cyel Team

What type of content do you create for your audience, and what is usually
your followers’ reaction?

Ashley

As an avid dancer, most of my content revolves around the world of
dance. My followers’ response to my videos is mostly supportive and is a catalyst
and encouragement to do more and more dance videos.

Cyel Team

It sure must have been a wonderful feeling. Alright, your generation – Generation Z
- is really leveraging on emerging technologies and changing societal narratives. As
we head into elections in 2022, do you think this can be replicated on social media
platforms in efforts to have youth contribute to and shape the political discourse in
this country?

Ashley

The potential is definitely there but there seems to be a disconnect; the messaging in
social media seems to lack organization and coordination to capture Generation Z’s
attention. For instance, the political elite would rather use social media to distract the
citizenry for their own self gain, rather than use it to enlighten the youth and ordinary
citizens.

Cyel Team

Would you say your goal is to be an influencer? Is there anybody in
particular you look up to as an inspiration – locally, and or internationally perhaps?
Ashley: Yara Sayeh Shahidi. She is more of a model and activist, though one core thing
we both really have in common is our passion for music. I really adore her school of
thought and the work she does - trying to influence and create a positive impact on
Generation Z.

Cyel Team

Digital platforms have been notorious for Cyberbullying, trolling, false
flagging of content, shadow banning and other vices – meted especially against girls
and women. Have you personally experienced any of this, and how did you deal
with it?

Ashley

Lucky enough, I haven’t directly experienced any form of trolling, cyberbullying or
false flagging in my social spheres.

Cyel Team

Most influencers earn from their content either through affiliate marketing
or ads. Have you been lucky to land such deals from individuals and or corporates?
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Ashley

Of course Yes! I have been lucky enough to work with a known musician but
everything is still in production so I can’t really divulge much details on the same at
this time, but watch out for the development.

Cyel Team

Marvelous! In your view, what makes a great influencer?

Ashley

Humility…. being humble. This is the key prospect any individual should possess in
this corporate oriented world.

Cyel Team

What’s that one mantra that you live by?

Ashley

Be your most authentic self and watch yourself thrive. Nothing is good or bad
anymore. Everything is an excuse to plunge into life more passionately.

Cyel Team

Any advice and or final thoughts you may have for aspiring young models, dancers,
Tiktokers, influencers?

Ashley

Fail your way to success!!! Don’t fear failure.
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Side note: Ashley’s account (@ash_jjey) was rendered inaccessible for some reason – a week
after this interview. You may support Ashley’s content by following her newly set up account
on TikTok: @_ashjjey, and Instagram: ash_jjey
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Glitter Zone

Madeline Kimei, Lawyer and Founder iResolve.

Editor’s note: This zone is meant to shine the light on some of our partners (individuals),
who give their every dollar and time, to ensure we keep impacting positively in communities
where we work.
In this issue, we are pleased to shine the light on Madeline Kimei, Esq. Madeline is the Founder
of iResolve Limited, a boutique corporate, arbitration and dispute resolution firm coupled with
offering of alternative legal support services. She is a practicing commercial and corporate
lawyer and has acted as counsel, party-appointed arbitrator, commercial mediator and arbitral
secretary in both domestic and international arbitrations. Kimei is the current President of
Tanzania Institute of Arbitrators (TIArb) and Chairperson of the Africa-Asia Mediation
Association (AAMA). She serves as a member of the ICC International Court of Arbitration for
Tanzania, the ICC Africa Commission, the ICC Commission on Arbitration &amp; ADR; a newly
appointed member of the IBA Africa Arbitration Network, a member of the Pledge Africa SubCommittee, a member of the Caspian Arbitration Society and also a faculty member of the
Bangladesh International Mediation Society, and is a Regional Director of the Centre for
International Alternative Dispute Resolution (CIADr). Madeline is also a Fellow of the World
Mediation Organization and Representative of ADR Point for Tanzania.
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As an independent neutral, she currently serves on the panels of SHIAC, Caspian Arbitration
Society, Tanzania Institute of Arbitrators (TIArb) and the National Construction Council (NCC).
She also takes on the role of an arbitral secretary in complex arbitrations and legal transcriber.
She has worn various hats and has served as member of the editorial board of the Tanganyika
Law Reports and was a member on the Governing Council of the Tanganyika Law Society 201718. As an ADR and ODR enthusiast dedicated to international and social activities. She has
presented in ADR-related conferences both locally and internationally and is an experienced
trainer in arbitration,
ADR and ODR for tailored programs to private and public organizations; public seminars and.
She writes and publishes in the area of dispute resolution.
In 2019 she was awarded the Top 50 Women in Management Award in Tanzania and was a
finalist for the Innovation in Arbitration, Africa Arbitration Awards (EAIAC). Recently, Ms.
Kimei was awarded Top 50 Most Promising Young Arbitration Practitioner’s Award 2020.
Madeline is a renowned Africa -based legal industry futurist adopting tech- legal solutions such
as iResolve™, an ODR system launched in 2015 aimed at realizing her ambition to provide
innovative delivery of legal solutions. She describes the next generation as “smart dispute
resolvers” and offers tailored trainings under the ILI Washington on ODR, online mediation and
virtual arbitration practical courses to various institutions.
Kimei is passionate about empowering youth and young women in tech-law, and has been our
biggest supporter since 2018.

Appreciation
A special thanks to these partners, and friends of CYEL for their continued support in the year
2021
ICANN
Article – 19 East Africa.
Localization Lab
Madeline Kimei / iResolve Tanzania
Tactical Tech.
Paradigm Initiative (PIN)
Sri Ranjini Mei Hua / Friends from Singapore
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We look forward to keeping you updated on these and other activities via our newsletter, and
of course to hearing from you – please send comments or suggestions to admin@cyel.africa and
or cyelke@gmail.com. And if you like what we do and would like to help create an empowered
knowledge society capable of attaining Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs 2030), please
donate to any of our cause (please do kindly visit our website for more on our programmes).
We guarantee that every dollar of your donation goes straight into our work thus creating
impact. To pledge/donate, please get in touch with us through the contacts provided in this
imprint section.
Thank you,
Sincerely
CYEL Communications Team.

#AruWSIG21 Faculty
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